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Sir: 

The undersigned hereby requests that the prior art cited on the attached prior art 
statement be placed of record in the application file and be considered by the examiner. 

This citation of prior art is made under 37 CFR 1.97(b), since it is being filed before 
the mailing date of the First Office Action. 

The relevance of the prior art cited on the attached form PTO/SB/08a is as follows: 

JP 5-66374 

This invention is related to a flow control valve suitable for controlling the flow of the 
water which flow through the inside of the heat exchanger which used it for a gas hot water 
supply device, a fan-coil unit, etc., and with which they were equipped. In a flow control 
valve which this design is provided with the valve chest, a valve body in which two ports 
open for free passage were formed, and a valve element provided movable in this valve 
element, and controls a flow of flowing fluid by movement of this valve element between 
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these ports. A valve port between one side of this port, and this valve chest, and a valve seat 
is provided in the surroundings of an open end by the side of this valve chest of the valve 
port. A conic surface sloping between this valve seat and a valve port about this valve port, 
and a valve seat which engages with this valve seat, and a tip part which enters in this valve 
port are provided in this valve element. It attaches to a valve rod which moves this valve 
element to an axial direction of this valve port, and is made movable with this valve rod, and 
it is constituted so that an outer diameter may be decreased for a time, as an edge of this tip 
part is made into a curved surface of the curvature radius R and an apical surface is 
approached according to this curved surface. 

Examination of this application is respectfujlv requested. 
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